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Introduction

Urban Lab

Urban Lab ist der Überbegriff für ein universitäres  Forschungslabor, welches sich in die Bereiche Rural Lab, City Lab 
und Landscape Lab gliedern lässt. Der Fokus liegt bei Research und Study. Die Labs verfolgen das  Ziel, die interdis-
ziplinäre  Kommunikation und Zusammenarbeit im Rahmen von angewandten Forschungsprojekten und Studien 
mit anderen universitären Experten sowie Vertretern aus Politik und Wirtschaft zu fördern. Gleichzeitig werden die 
Studierenden durch forschungsgeleitete Lehre in den Prozess eingebunden. Das Urban Lab wird durch das Master-
programm „European Archtecture (Reiseuni) und  durch Arbeiten aus der außeruniversitären Praxis erweitert.

Urban Lab

Urban Lab is the hypernym for an university research lab. It is subdivided in the rural lab, the city lab and the landsca-
pe lab. The focus is on research and study. The labs pursue the goal to promote the interdisciplinary communication 
and collaboration within the context of applied research projects and studies with other university experts and repre-
sentatives from politics and economy. At once students are integrated in the process conditioned by research-based 
teaching. The Urban Lab is widened by the masterprogram „European Architecture (Reiseuni)“ and the works in 
practise.
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Program

Einleitung

Alpine Regionen leeren sich, alpine Städte werden immer größer. Die Landflucht bewirkt ein Wachstum der Städte, die 
sich bis an ihre Grenzen ausdehnen, teils zusammenwachsen und zu Stadtlandschaften werden. Durch die Wirtschafts-
krise und die steigende Zahl der Flüchtlinge gibt es immer mehr Menschen, die sich das Wohnen kaum leisten    kön-
nen. Durch die Einwanderer kommt es verstärkt zu einer Mischung der Kulturen. Integration steht stärker im    Fokus 
als jemals zuvor. Zwangsläufig ändert sich dadurch auch die Stadtgestalt, das Land, die Landschaft. 

Die logische Konsequenz ist eine Verdichtung der Städte mit einem Angebot von günstigen Wohnraum verbunden mit 
einer Nutzungsmischung, insbesondere um Arbeitsplätze zu schaffen. Dies und die Gestaltung des öffentlichen Rau-
mes, der    immer mehr an integrativer Bedeutung gewinnt sind die Herausforderungen der Zukunft. 

Der Platz in den Tälern des alpinen Raumes ist durch die Topografie beschränkt. Deshalb ist die Aufgabe, in einer Hangs-
ituation städtische Strukturen im Sinne des kulturellen Wandels zu planen und zu gestalten, wobei der Landschaft ein 
besonderes Augenmerk zu widmen ist.

Aufgabe

Das Inntal wird südlich und nördlich von Bergen gerahmt. So auch die Stadt Innsbruck (574 m ü. M.). Der Talboden ist 
schon dicht verbaut. 

Das Karwendel ist ein Teil der Nördlichen Kalkalpen und befindet sich auf der nördlichen Seite von Innsbruck. Es gibt 
dort bereits einen Stadtteil (Hungerburg, 868 m ü. M.). Erschlossen wird er durch die Höhenstrasse und die Hunger-
burgbahn (Zaha    Hadid). Von der Hungerburg erreicht man zu Fuß oder mit der Hungerburgbahn die Seegrube (1.900 
m ü. M.). Der Hang von Innsbruck bis zur Hungerburg wurde bereits insbesondere entlang der Straße bebaut und wird 
laufend verdichtet, ebenso wie die Hungerburg selbst. Zwischen Hungerburg und    Seegrube gibt es einige Almen und 
wenige Häuser/Hütten. 

Aufgabe ist es, auf dem ausgewiesenen Areal nördlich der Hungerburg ein neues dichtes autofreies Stadtviertel zu ent-
wickeln. Dabei ist es wichtig, die Topografie zu erfassen und naturbewusst zu planen und zu bauen. Die Erschließung 
erfolgt durch Seilbahnen/Rolltreppen, etc., die Anlieferung muss gewährleistet sein. Ein großes Thema ist der öffentli-
che Raum, der durch Dienstleistungen und Begegnungs- und Freizeiträume für jung und alt als lebendiger Kommunika-
tionsraum genutzt werden soll. Ebenso steht die Entwicklung von zukunftsorientiertem Wohnen im Mittelpunkt. Eine 
Mischung von kostengünstigen und exklusiven Apartments ist wichtig, um keine Ghettos zu schaffen. Überlegungen 
hinsichtlich neuer Wohnformen, z.B. Gemeinschaftsküchen, etc. sind anzudenken und zu integrieren. 

Alle Überlegungen sind unter den Aspekten der Ökologie, Soziologie und Ökonomie zu tätigen.
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Program

Introduction

Alpine Regions have a strong tendency to a rural depopulation. In parallel cities are growing very fast. They are expan-
ding to their borders and they transform more and more to urban landscapes. Because of the market crises and the 
increasing number of refugees many people are not able to afford habitation. The immigrants cause a mix of cultu-
res. Integration is in the forefront of our thinking than ever before. Inevitable the urban setting, the country and the 
landscape are changing. 

The logical consequence is to promote the urban density with a proposal of cost¬-efficient living spaces associated with 
a various mixture of utilization and generated jobs. This and the designing of the public space, which gain even more 
important concerning integration, are the future challenges. 

Space in the alpine valleys is limited about the topography. Therefore the task is to design urban structures within the 
meaning of the cultural change on a hillside above Innsbruck giving landscape a particular emphasis. 

Task

In the north and in the south mountains surround the Inn valley as well as Innsbruck, the capital of Tyrol (574 m above 
sea level). The valley is already densely populated. 

The Karwendel is part of the Tyrolese limestone Alps and is situated in the north of Innsbruck. There is already a district 
(Hungerburg, 868 m above sea level). The Hungerburg is accessed via the Höhenstrasse and the “Hungerburgbahn”, a 
funicular designed by Zaha Hadid. From the Hungerburgbahn you can go by foot or with a cable car to 
the Seegrube (1.900 m above sea level), where you have a great panoramic view to the Inn valley. The hillside from 
Innsbruck to the Hungerburg has been developed in particular along the road and will get more dense in future as well 
as the Hungerburg. Between the Hungerburg and the Seegrube there are some “Almen” and less houses. 

The task is to develop on a designated hillside to the north of the Hungerburg a new dense car¬-free urban quarter. It 
is important to observe the topography and to design and build nature¬-orientated. The access should happen through 
cable cars, escalators or any else that you like, the delivery is necessary to ensure. A major topic is the public space, 
which should be used for services and as meeting place and recreation area for young and old. A very important aspect 
is to think about future¬-oriented living and to develop new living spaces for all generations and different nationalities. 
You have to think about new living arrangements and to design them.

All considerations should be done under the aspects of ecology, economy and sociology.
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siteplan 1:15000

program

toilet

THE MOUNTAIN

THE CIRCLE + 
THE MOUNTAIN 
= FREEDOM

THE CIRCLE
unity-wholeness-infinitness-harmony

THE CIRCLE
standing within a circle shields a person from 
supernatural 
dangers or influences from outside 
symbol of protection - defense againts chaos

unity-wholeness-infinitness-harmony

private zone

1member   household 20m² 400zones
2members household 30m² 145zones
3members household 40m²   47zones
4members household 50m²   28zones
5members household 60m²     8zones
6members household 70m²     3zones

common zone

kitchen 40m² /   6private zones
living room 40m² / 12private zones
storage   2m² /     private zone
laundry   1m² /     private zone

public zone

workspace
office  10m²
meeting room  40m²

shops 0,3m² / inhabitant
gastronomy

restaurant 1,5m²/P
bar 1,5m²/P
hotelroom  15m²

education
sports
culture

Oasis

H. Jõekalda, I. Mutschlechner, K. Niederjaufner
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course of sun

wind-protected

view

development from outside

zones: a_sports b_entertainment c_leisure

a

b
c

FORMAAT: A3 portrait 420x297mm

detail floorplan 1:500

space program

level -4m

level +/-0m level +4m level +7,5m

level +25,5mlevel +18,5mlevel +15m

common space

appartments

entertainment

storage / support / technical

stairs

library

sportssports

spa

common space appartments

entertainment storage/support /
technical

stairs library

sports spa

common space
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storage / support / technical

stairs

library

sportssports

spa
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common space

appartments

entertainment

storage / support / technical

stairs
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sportssports
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groundfloor 1:2000

section 1:2000
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People all over the world are closer and more connected than ever before.Cultures are mixing and more 
people are migrating to new countries. The pace of life is increasing rapidly that people nowadays find the 
time to socialize in the virtually. 
Our concept is to promote an active and unifyng community, by architecture that will create opportunities 
to socialize and bond. A rehab from Facebook or the internet that will  invite people to experience reality 
together with friends and neighbours by gathering them in social occasions.
Our proposal is an ellipse form inserted into the mountain side. The symbol for unity, wholeness, harmony, 
protection is the circle. Influenced by the symbolic power of the circle our intention is to create a connec-
ted community with a unifying central area. By cutting into the terrain of the mountain, we can create a 
comfortable horizontal landscape for hosting different social activities like sports, seating areas for cafes 
and restaurants, celebrations, weekend market and etc. 
Approaching Oasis you are greeted with a minimalistic design of the pure and transparent façade which is 
in harmony with the nature surrounding it. Arriving inside the ellipse you experience a sudden change of 
dimension with the pixelated façade which creates more visual connections with the inside of the building 
to the central common space.  These aspects also serve to experience a sensational change of atmosphere 
and trigger the notion of an oasis in the Alps. 
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B|T TOWN

T. Reitzner, S. Steiner, M. Tempesta

area
tree
building common area
building living area
building infrastuctur
platform common area
platform living area
train | main infra system
path on the ground
path on the platform

aging refugeesyoungfamily

main infra system

The project is an attempt to reflect the building ground and the  different cultures 
ending in a unique design.
The new district of Innsbruck is based on a woodland area with parts of  steep terrain. We would like to 
bring elderly people, students, refugees, and families together; to create a new way of living. 
We tried to originate a district which is as unique as the territory itself.
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MOCKUP

YOUNG
OLD
IMMIGRANTS
SEMI-PUBLIC SPACE
COMMON SPACE
COMMERCIAL | SERVICE
PATHWAYS

YOUNG
OLD
IMMIGRANTS
COMMON SPACE
COMMERCIAL | SERVICE
PATHWAYS

VARIATIONCOMBINATION

+   stable system
+   variation + combination
+   work as a part or as a composition
+   best use of space

30m² 65m² 35m²

35m²

60m² 90m²

CONSTRUCTION
The geometry of the modules is shaped like a hexagon. This basic form offers best use of space and is a 
flexible and stable system. The honeycombs function as single modules or as parts of a composition. The 
structures are hanging in the trees and are connected to hexagonal platforms.

SECTION
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sunlight enter in the forest platform block the light perforated platforms

PLATFORM LIGHT  CONCEPT

The wooden platforms are perforated with components of glass. This allows the sunbeams to 
reach the ground and to be reflected in a natural oriented way.
Following the principals of nature we create a unique and recreational atmosphere. 

SYSTEM HIGHT

platform

platform

ground

ground

height refers
to the ground

height refers
to platform

commercial area
stepped areas

living area
reffer to the ground

The whole area is divided into a trading and a living area.
The trading zone looks like a supportive backbone throughout the area. It includes all stops of the local 
transport system for both - inhabitants and tourists.
Furthermore, these stepped places incorporate markets, bakery, areas for events, etc. Compared to the 
trading zone which is divided in stepped platforms, 
the surrounding living area is a sheer reflection of the topography of the ground below.
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ECOLOGICAL PROCESS

Our modules are made out of renewable resources. 

By having put great emphasis on short transport 
routes we kept the amount of 
non-recycling waste to a minimum. 

INSPIRATION

TOP VIEW

20m0

1

2

3

4

5

PATHWAYS | VERTICAL CONNECTIONS
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Who? Why?

During the modern era of human history and development, growth of towns and cities led to progressive 
disengagement of nature from human activities. But this has not always been the case:  in preindustrial 
times, human settlements and towns either integrated or co-existed gracefully with the surrounding en-
vironment and nature. With the advent of the industrial revolution and the inordinate growth of urbanism, 
modern homes and high rise habitats replaced gardens and greenery. The strong growth of industry from the 
late 18th century onwards led to massive  increase in urbanisation and the rise of new substantially larger 
cities, as new work opportunities brought enormous numbers of people from rural communities to settle 
into urban areas. Before the rapid expansion of human population that began along with the Industrial Re-
volution, cities were relatively small and their impact on the natural world was limited. In time the people 
living in cities became increasingly disconnected from nature, a change that has created countless ecological, 
social and health problems to name a few. Landscapes in modern cities, on and around our buildings and 
infrastructure, are seen as an optional ornamental extra, a superficial embellishment, a luxury encountered 
mainly in parks and gardens, kept under control and at a safe distance from every day life, instead of being 
a powerful urban form that permeates, and coexists with the city. Humans require contact with a biodiverse 
world to stimulate the development of their emotional, cognitive, and social potential. As our contact with 
nature and it’s various other organisms is reduced and human interaction with that community is lost, there 
is an extinction of experience that results in a loss of real ecological knowledge and emotional attachment 
to nature.It is our relationships with our environment and other species that make us part of an ecosystem. 
Ecologically built structures in sync with the surrounding nature create small and less stressful environmental 
footprints, which in turn promote ecological connectivity with rehabilitated vegetative networks enhancing 
the quality of life of its human and wildlife occupants, by re-establishing the long lost balance between urban 
settlements and wildlife.

social concept

the site

COMMON GROUND

S. Di Rocca, R. Pertzsch, K. Schmidt

pre-industrial societies post-industrial societies
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natural concept

natural references

accesses
common ground, centre
primary path
secondary path
building-to-building ramps

woodlands
agricultural spaces
playgrounds
court-yards
planted trees

circulations

vegetation

public
private
semi-private

Living space: assuming 46 m2 per person (austrian 
average)

183.998 m2  area all buildings
1/4 underground, technical area: 46.000 m2

1/4 (max) public and semi-public area: 46.000 m2 

(yellow, light green)
1/2 living area: 92.000 m2 (green)

--> 2000 INHABITANTS

connecting views
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groundfloors area

masterplan
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Height of every floor: 
3m

max height: 12m
min height: 6m

groundfloor 0 groundfloor 1

groundfloor 2 groundfloor 3

section 4

section 3

section 2 section 1

section square
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residential area
Hungerburg

Unity

B.Dittrich, F.Spiessberger, E.Ursone

The construction site is situated in a forest. Since we believe it is our duty to take care of the nature, we de-
cided to cut as few trees as possible. Therefore we needed one big building which doesnt cover too much 
ground. Our projects goal then was to reinvent LeCorbusiers „Unité d´habitation“, a building designed in the 
1947. He tried to combine living, working and social life under one roof.
The redesigned building offers flats, working areas, shops, a restaurant and a hostel. It cant host almost 400 
people. We also wanted to be as autonomous as possible, which is why we also added a green house and 
stables to receive vegetables, dairy products and different kinds of meat.

hiking trail
Umbrüggler Alm

Nordkettenbahn

hiking trail
Arzler Alm

hiking trail
Gasthaus Enzianhütte
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D

D’

A

A’

B B’

C

C’

first floor

D

D’

A

A’

B B’

C

C’

second floor

hiking trail
Arzler Alm

hiking trail
Umbrüggler Alm

hiking trail
Gasthaus Enzianhütte

Nordkettenbahn

social 
outdoor area

The building exists of three floors. The first and the second floor have the same zoning. 
The right side - the public area - hosts the hostel. The so-called branches of our structure are for residents 
only - its the private area of the building with different kinds of appartements. The set-up of the second floor 
is similar the the first floor: the right side of the building is public - it´s where you find all the shops and the 
studying/working room. The other part of the floor consists of smaller apartments. To the very left side are 
the stables for the animals. The top floor - which hosts the green house, outdoor areas and the restaurant, is 
completely open to the public. 

green roof
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section A

The building is orientated in a way that per-
mit to have the main side towards south. 
It´s circulation takes place through ramps, 
which are connecting the different floors 
and also via an elevator. The appartements 
on the first floor are accessible through the 
semi-public areas between the branches. 
On the second gloor, u have a hall within 
every branch. 

The site is connected by the continuation 
of existing ways. The one coming from the 
south connects the building with the resi-
dential area of the hungerburg. residenti. 
The other ones leading away from the buil-
ding north into the hillside are hiking trails 
to different Alps.section C

view towards Patscherkofel
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view towards Kühtai

section D

section B via Nordkette
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Innsbruck Sustainable City Quarter

C. Pedro, M. Gruber, P. Zluga

ISCQ deals with the idea of an energy self-sufficient way of living in a neighbourhood within the apline nature 
of Innsbruck. 

The concept is divided into public, semi-public and private spaces. The path system with terraced gardens 
and green fields, which leads through the small village, is to be seen as the public space - floating through 
and connecting the whole structure overground. The semi-public spaces can be found in each of the building 
- green areas with urban indoor gardens and space for gathering and spending time together with the direct 
neighbours. The private areas are the flats, which share the semi-public corridor with the buildings directly 
connected.

The energy is provided by 4 different ways: solar-energy, wind-energy, water-power and fog.

section a-a 1_1000
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To connect our city quarter to the existing bus station and the Hungerburg station we planned an underground 
transportation system which ends directly under the dome. From there all the buildings can be reached in 
a short time outside via the public paths and stairs or inside via a system of escalators and elevators which 
connects the buildings underneath the ground level. 
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Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

Living Hostel Community Gardens Wind-Turbines

Green-Roofs Water-Reservoires Green-Houses Research-Center

section b-b 1_1000

Our neighbourhood offers space for around 850 inhabitants in 320 flats, ranging from one-room-apartments 
to 4-room flats. The social idea of the conceptual project is to offer the possibility of urban gardening - indoor 
and outdoor - to support the social aspect of living together by doing gardening together with neighbours. 
Furthermore our draft features a research center to investigate the different typologies of generation of 
energy. On the one hand people in our neighbourhood should live energy-aware, on the other hand they 
should learn how the systems work and take part in this process. 
Under the dome we have different types of usages which range from public open spaces to restaurants and 
sports facilities like a soccer-pitch and basketball fields. 

example floor plan 1_500
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PHOTOVOLTAIC 
TRANSPARENT GLASS

IN-BUILDING
WIND TURBINES

FOGCATCHERS WATER RESERVOIRS
COLLECTING RAIN

51 in-building wind turbines generate 
enough energy to supply all flats with 
energy. 

The photovoltaic panels are built in 
the transparent glass-structure of the 
dome.

Fog is caught with so called fog-
catchers. A stainless-steel mesh is 
streched taut in a frame and collects 
the water from the air, which is then 
filtered and used for toilets.

The rainwater is collected in large tank, 
which work like a dam in an artificial 
lake. Some tanks have glass-facade 
that people can actually see way of 
generation of energy by water.
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citycenter

building site

trainline

busline

subway

cable car

hiking paths

to nature

site plan
scale 1:10.000

Introduction

Cities are the crystallization 
points of social and cultural ch-
ange and play a central role in 
the developement of societies. 
In order to this we tried to in-
vent a settlement up on the hills 
of Innsbruck, to bring all ages 
and all here living cultures to-
gether. The goal was to provide 
a structure that allows living to-
gether and enhances.
The main topic for the projekt 
„Modern Favela“ was DENSITY, 
because in Innsbruck and Tirol 
too little construction areas are 
availeble.  Starting from this 
backgroud, we let us inspire by 
the Favelas of South America 
and the Townships of South Af-
rica.
We do some analyses and re-
serach to understand how such 
informal settlements work and 
are organized.

Master Plan

Site Plan

Section A-A´

Section B-B´

Section C-C´

Section D-D´

MODERN FAVELA

J. Faistenauer, R. Hajdikova
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RAMP THE FAVELA

ANALYSE

Pedestrian accesible roof-ramp convert 
unused surface to neigborhood connector

1. 2.

3. 4.

LIVING

CO-WORKING, SHARE SPACES, COMMON

SHOPS, LEISURE, COMMERCIAL

roof landscape

The Terrain and The Ramp
So first of all we looked at the terrain and 
how we can develope our building plot.
To optimize housing and community soci-
al infrastructure in the topography of the 
Hungerburg we developed a proposition 
for an adaptive, incremental retaining 
infrastructure. Pedestrian accessible 
roof-ramps convert unused surface to 
neighborhood connector. The new mu-
litifunctional street was derived from an 
analysis of the interstitial spaces of the 
favelas. These areas are informally acti-
ve, small in unit, but have aggregate ca-
pacity when linked by building roofs. The 
new ramps open covered areas for infill. 
As the ramps expand, new open exterior 
squares are formed that contribute to the 
civic space of the favela, solidifying social 
networks.
We decided to make terraces for the buil-
dings and ramps combined with stair-
ways for the infrastructure. You can reach 
every point by feet, using this ramp- and 
footpathstruture. Further there is a sub-
way with three stations on the sit, for 
the connection to the center of the city 
as well as for transportation to the new 
settlement. 

The Arterie
Arteries channel flow in a circulatory 
system. The favela Arteries channel the 
activities of residents by providing an 
open resource for communal activities, 
including those ordinarily associated with 
private domestic life such as kitchens, ba-
throoms, and relaxation space. By relie-
ving the population of the burden of pro-
viding infrastructure, the Arteries enable 
an economically challenged population to 
achieve a higher standard of living. Fami-
lies, and singles, need only construct their 
bedrooms and private space off of the ar-
terial core. The benefits of informality are 
retained with none of the drawbacks, as 
the arterial services generate a more sta-
ble urban environment.
All kinds of commercial facilities, and pu-
blic spaces are housed in these arteries. 
Further it takes over the main access to 
the settlement. 
So we build a Arteriestripe in the middle 
of the plot, for rechability,  and put in 
all the transportation, the infrastruc-
ture, public areas and commercial fa-
cilities sourrounded by green spaces.Roof landscape

Inspiration from Africa´s favela artery

Communications network The form of the main stripe 

Arteries networkArtery chanel - the main stripe

Terrain concept

Artery chanel organization
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The Grid

Again starting from the favelas the decision 
was to build up the settlement from a smal-
lest unit wich we defined. The addition of the-
se units create the settlement structure. To in-
vent the housing structure we take a surface 
picture of the building plot and overlaid it by 
a grid of six to six meters (dimensions of the 
smallest unit). 
Then we extract the „pixel“structure of the 
same color, depending on terrain and surface, 
and give them five different layers according 
to the building heights (from zero to 4 stories).
After that we put all layers together and on 
the site, to become the programmatic master-
grid. We build up the plot by these rules, and 
get a really massive/dense structure. Next we 
needed to cut out footpaths, and greenspaces 
considering the site as a working system, in 
order to light and quality of space.
In addition to living units, the developement 
includes shops, markets, working offices and 
cultural units, as well as green spaces in-bet-
ween.

The Unit

We define the smallest unit by six to six me-
ters, outside. There are different possibilities 
of sizes, you can combine one, two or three 
units, and get a building size from 28m² to 
95m², and different types of organizing these 
units to each other. There are also examples 
for co-working/office, commercial, transpota-
tion and developement such as passageway.
After organizing and cutting out, we become a 
structure landscape of roofs, wich we decided 
to make mostly green, to give back the built-
up floor area. 
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Summary

To provide appropriate and affordable housing for all is a central task for society. However, high-priced office space and 
lucrative luxury apartments is offset by a lack of affordable housing. A displacement of parts of the urban population 
and socially very limited immigration opportunities are usually the result. The need for affordable and quality housing 
can and should be drivers of innovation: New processes of planning and design, innovative models of housing, living 
together and working, unusual spatial strategies or needs-based and flexible floor plans open up new possibilities. The 
interplay of social, spatial and technical innovations, opens new, sustainable concepts and models.

Through the resulting mixed use collaborative and resource-efficient housing and living for residents has been realized. 
The principle of sharing and community benefits characterizes large parts of the project, such as the cluster housing. 
About this immediate cluster also available to residents a range of community facilities. With this offer, the project re-
sponds to changing family and life models. The reduction of living space per capita will reach 25 square meters, in this 
spatial system, is an important factor for sustainable urban living.
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The project camouflage village defines the plan-
ning area submontane to the Nordkette in the 
range of the Hungerburgbahn compound. The 
social concept is to create a living together. It’s 
also about connecting the living of people with 
different origins, ways of life, cultures and tradi-
tions and about defining it in a new way. Based 
on different typologies of buildings and livings, 
different analyses of room organisation, temporal 
use, and relation outside / inside (also: public / 
semi-public / private space) were carried out.  The 
isolation of diverse characteristics of living typol-
ogies forms a new spatial structure, which allows 
a living together, but still respects the constraints 
of public / semi-public / private spaces. The per-
manent relation between public-semi-public 
and private space becomes important in micro 
structures as well as in macro structures. From 
the walkway network, which is a social meeting 
point of the area, you can reach smaller residen-
tial zones, which are formed around public plac-
es. Thence courts open, on which accommoda-
tion units with private atriums order, to build a 
homogeneous spatial structure with nature as 
much as possible. Depending on the typology 
of the compound, the residential zones spread 
specific across the area and exhibit nature of 
the wood, incidence of light, ect. To keep nature 
as much as possible respectively to create a life 
into the nature, living typologies were integrat-
ed gently in the nature by vertical and horizon-
tal panes. Depending on the composition of the 
single parts of a structure, nature runs over the 
building so that the architecture disappears in 
the compound. The single residential zones are 
directly linked to each other and are connected 
by superordinate road systems. Composed of 
horizontal banquettes and vertical towers, the 
walkway network characterizes the social con-
cept of the living area. It offers more than walk-
ways. The life of the area happens there. All in-
frastructures, meeting points, viewing platforms, 
ect. are arranged in this superordinate network.

70% MALE

30% FEMALE

55% 27% 19%

70% MALE

30% FEMALE

55% 27% 19%

demografics

flow of refugees

generations

age 16-34 age  < 16 age  > 34

camouflage village

M. Hinteregger, E. Lahner
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Baguette
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MATE_MountAin TErrace

A. Bis, R. Pompermaier

MASTERPLAN

SITE PLAN

SOCIAL CONCEPT

RELATION BETWEEN TERRAIN AND BUILDINGS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Mountain Terrace Project is situated in Innsbruck near the “Hungerburg”.
The landscape design is  a result of research based on the changing demography in Austria as well as the 
inclination of the available building site.
The Terraces were layered to create pedestrian linkages with open green spaces and parks.

Due to the recent refugee crisis, not only Austrian living standards have been 
considered but also the ones of the countries of the middle East. The average 
family in Austria consists of 2 adults and one child whereas the average family 
in the middle East consists of 2 adults and 4 children. Therefor smaller but also 
larger apartments had to be planned. 
Furthermore the fact that more men than women as well as a lot of teenage re-
fugees come to Austria led to some sports sites, some playgrounds, a workshop 
and rooms that presented study opportunities.

The terraced buildings are a result of the steep ter-
rain that contains the construction area. The appro-
ach was to eliminate every second contour line to ob-
tain the height for the rooms and add the Buildings to 
the contour lines. To obtain more variety some of the 
buildings were build higher than one floor. 
The main circulation system was inspirited by a river 
that flows trough a crack in the mountain. It connects 
all the walkways and the different levels. It is suppo-
sed to be the meeting point for all the habitants. 
All the buildings are half incorporated in the ground 
and point south.
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SECTIONS

FLOORPLANS
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The whole site is a public spa-
ce except for the courtyards 

and the apartments The green 
rooftops are public and provide 

a lot of green space to meet the 
habitants and enjoy life in the 

nature.

Moving Walkways were introduced 
in the main circulation to simplify 
the walk to the top of the site.
The whole site is equipped with 
wooden, sitting and lying furniture, 
as well as street lamps that fit in the 
environment.

PUBLIC SPACES
For the youth some sports fields as well ass playgrounds were introduced all 
over the site.
Meanwhile the rest of the community buildings are situated around the main 
circulation system. This should ensure that the population isn’t scattered all 
over the site but meet in one place.
A small local supermarket as well as a coffee ,an internet coffee and a mee-
ting room for events are situated around the “Crack”.
Furthermore ,a workshop, where everyone can handcraft and work, as well 
as a library and a learning center for the habitants was considered.

Public Gardening 
should bring the ha-
bitants together and 
provide some of the 
food for the local su-
permarket.

The 4 squares in the main circulation area are public areas where people 
come together.
The Stairs are divided, one side for the pedestrians and the opposite site for 
the fresh water stream that results in a couple of shallow water basins.

INFRASTRUCTURES
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RENDERINGS
Irregular wooden panels define the facade. They can be moved by the residents and should provide privacy for the habitants.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
During our research at the beginning we focused 
on three main points. First of all we discussed 
the change in the Austrian population focusing 
on the current situation with all the refugees 
coming from the Arabian countries. We also 
concentrated on the Syrian type of housing – 
the courtyard house, as we wanted to include 
refugees as well as their way of living into our 
concept. 
The second point was the new way of living 
in first world countries, called “Collaborative 
Living”. The most important slogan when talking 
about collaborative living is “community”. A lot 
of the daily work as washing, learning, relaxing, 
meeting friends,... will no longer be done at 
home but rather at public spaces. The city is 
from now on used as everyone’s habitat.
Finally we focused on the future inhabitants, 
who will live in our new created part of the city. 
Our aim is to create a mixture with people of 
a different age, culture, origin,… We analysed 
their different ways of living and how they can 
best live together and also benefit from each 
other.

Site Plan 1:20.000

Inns‘View

A. Sağır, E. Schwärzler, I. Novak
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SECOND LANDSCAPE
From this point on we started with concrete 
ideas for our design project. As we don’t want 
to destroy the beautiful landscape of Innsbruck, 
we decided to generate a second landscape to 
work with. This second landscape is designed 
by using different triangles, growing out of the 
landscape. The rooftops represent a public 
space for inhabitants and visitors. 

COURTYARDS
According to the analysis about the Syrian 
type of housing, we included the idea of using 
a courtyard house to our project. Courtyard 
houses are traditionally used as a private space 
for families, where they can live their daily life. 

Room Programme

MAIN STREET
There is one main street, which guides the 
visitor through the whole area from the lowest 
to the highest point. We have different types 
of public buildings, which are all situated along 
this main street -  education center, culture 
center, sport center, care facilities, leisure 
center, offices, hotels and several shops.

Education Center 3000 m2

Sports Center 2900 m2

Shops/Restaurant/Café 3200 m2

Hotel 1400 m2

Culture Center 1600 m2

Office 2000 m2

Care Center 3200 m2

Students Home 1000 m2

Housing 23000 m2

270 Flats
750 Inhabitants

Education Center 3000 m2

Sports Center 2900 m2

Shops/Restaurant/Café 3200 m2

Hotel 1400 m2

Culture Center 1600 m2

Office 2000 m2

Care Center 3200 m2

Students Home 1000 m2

Housing 23000 m2

270 Flats
750 Inhabitants

Section A-A 1:1500
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Development of the Building Structure

creating a voronoi structure with different cell sizes
generating an access and circulation system
creating courtyards

creating courtyards
extruding the cells depending on the functions
creating ONE landscape 

Step 1
Step 2 Step 4

Step 3

Step 5

Section B-B 1:1500
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Floor Plan 1:2000
Masterplan 1:4000

A

B
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